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ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN 

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Republican Conference, 
I send to the desk a privileged resolu-
tion and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 303 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE—Mrs. Noem. 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE—Mr. Fleischmann. 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS—Mr. Reed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1380 

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to be removed as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 1380. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Rules: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, June 14, 2011. 

Speaker JOHN BOEHNER, 
U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I write to inform 
you that effective immediately I am resign-
ing from the House Rules Committee to join 
the House Ways and Means Committee. If 
you have any questions please contact me di-
rectly or your staff can contact Steve 
Pfrang, my Legislative Director, at 202–226– 
1919. 

Sincerely, 
TOM REED, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1380 

Mr. KELLY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to be removed as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 1380. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 

on H.R. 2112 and that I may include 
tabular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2012 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CHAFFETZ). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 300 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the 
Union for the consideration of the bill, 
H.R. 2112. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2112) 
making appropriations for Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses, with Mrs. MILLER of Michigan in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 

KINGSTON) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FARR) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Chair, I 
yield myself 5 minutes. 

I recommend to the Committee H.R. 
2112, the House Agriculture, FDA, and 
CFTC funding bill for fiscal year 2012, 
and I want to make a few remarks 
about it. 

Number one and foremost, because a 
lot of people are very concerned about 
the allocation for this bill and the 
funding level, I want to remind every-
body of a couple of things: Number one, 
our national debt is now 95 percent of 
the GDP. It’s $14 trillion. For every 
dollar we spend, 40 cents is borrowed. 

Now, both parties have fingerprints 
all over this. We have all overspent. 
For example, for 8 years under Presi-
dent Bush the national debt increased 
$31⁄2 trillion. Way too much. And yet, in 
contrast, in just 3 years President 
Obama has added to the national debt 
$5 trillion, an increase of 56 percent. 
And so much of this is due and owed to 
foreign countries, and much of it to 
China. Can you imagine what kind of 
deal Communist China, a major com-
petitor of ours, would impose upon us if 
they forced us to restructure our debt? 
We have to do it ourselves. 

Now, the House has passed the Ryan 
budget, which many people oppose, and 
I understand that. But I want to point 
out the President of the United States’ 
budget failed in the Senate 97–0. HARRY 

REID voted against the President’s 
budget. And in the House, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus offered a budget 
that failed. The Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus offered a budget and it 
failed. The Republican Study Com-
mittee offered a budget and it failed. 
The Democrat Caucus offered a budget 
and it failed. In the Senate, budget 
plans were offered by Mr. TOOMEY of 
Pennsylvania and Mr. PAUL of Ken-
tucky; both failed. The only budget 
that has passed either body is the Ryan 
budget, and that’s what we are looking 
at today, those numbers. 

Now, I understand there’s a lot of re-
luctance to make some of these tough 
decisions. Today in America 61 million 
people receive monthly government 
checks. That’s anything from welfare 
to Medicare to farm payments to vet-
eran retirement to Social Security— 
lots of people receiving lots of money. 
These programs are enormously pop-
ular, and they’re deeply integrated into 
our economic system and culture. 
Therefore, reforming these programs is 
very, very difficult. And to further 
complicate things, 47 percent of Amer-
ican households do not pay income 
taxes. For them the status quo is work-
ing just fine. 

So addressing these things is very 
difficult. And if you look at the spend-
ing pattern in the last several years, 
it’s frightening: March, 2008, $29 billion 
to bail out Bear Stearns; May of 2008, a 
$168 billion stimulus package from the 
Bush administration; in July of 2008, 
$200 billion to bail out Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac; then in November of 2008, 
$700 billion for TARP, or the Wall 
Street bailout; and then in January of 
2009, $878 billion for the Obama stim-
ulus program, which, by the way, 
Madam Chair, was to keep us from get-
ting to 8 percent unemployment. 
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Now, we’re hovering between 9 and 10 
percent, and I don’t need to remind you 
but this is the 1-year anniversary of 
the ‘‘summer of recovery.’’ There has 
not been any recovery. We’re still look-
ing for those jobs. Spending our way 
into prosperity does not work. If it did 
work, we would be having prosperous 
times right now. 

So the Ryan budget for this bill is 
$17.25 billion, our reduction of $2.7 bil-
lion, approximately a 131⁄2 percent de-
crease in spending, and yet, despite 
this, because of the mandatory spend-
ing portion of this bill, the bill actu-
ally has a net increase, mostly driven 
by food stamps and the school lunch 
program, which have gone up about $7 
billion between the two of them. We 
still have a net increase in this bill. 

Now, there’s going to be a lot of dis-
cussion on lots of different accounts, 
and one of them is the WIC account, 
the Women, Infants, and Children ac-
count, something that I’m very con-
cerned about, something that all of our 
committee has always supported on a 
bipartisan basis. But last year, there 
was some money taken out of it, $562 
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